
 
Dear Members & Friends, 
 
Last week I received a phone called from our former mayor, 
Alan Krasnoff and staff members of the Chesapeake Circuit 
Court. Alan Krasnoff, our current Clerk of the Court, is trying 
to obtain a grant from the National Archives for preservation of 
our city’s 17th and 18th century documents. These documents 
require tender-loving-care. He asked if we could partner with 
him in this request. I quickly responded with a resounding 
“YES,” and followed up with a letter to the National Archives 
in Washington, D.C. Upon reading my letter Alan and his staff 
wrote the following back to me, “WOW, Thanks so much. Your 
letter is perfect. We really appreciate your time and support.” I 
have a hunch my letter hit a home run! Let’s keep our fingers 
crossed that Chesapeake gets this grant. As I told Alan when he 
visited our Wallace History Room, “Preserving these 
documents is important. They tell the story of the evolution of 
the City of Chesapeake.” 
 
On October 23, 2021, I helped out at the Great Bridge Battlefield 
& Waterways History Museum with a historical Ghost Walk. 
We hope you and your friends had a chance to come out and 
support the “BOO” team.   
 
December will find me in holiday attire for our annual NCHSC 
dinner. We will be back again at Traditions for food, fun and 
fellowship. I am excited about the evening’s entertainment as 
we will have local folk artist, Amy Ferebee, singing and playing 
her acoustic guitar. I hope to see you there ready to sing along. 
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Calendar of Events 
November 2021 
Closed 

2 Nov 
NCHSC Board Meeting 

     9 Nov   6:00pm 
Closed 

11 Nov 
Closed 

24, 25, & 26 Nov 
 

December 2021 
NCHSC Annual Dinner at  
Traditions, Chesapeake Golf Club 

1 Dec    6:00pm 
Closed 

23, 24, 25, & 31 Dec 
 

January 2022 
Closed 

1 Jan 
Closed 

17 Jan 
 
February 2022 
NCHSC Board Meeting 

8 Feb   6:00pm 
NCHSC Membership Meeting 

20 Feb   2:00pm 
Closed 

21 Feb 

The Historian 
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As for the Wallace Room, gifts continue to pour in, and we have a few more helping hands in 
scanning our documents. All in all, we are in good shape. However, I could not do what I am 
doing without the support of people like you. NCHSC is your historical society, and your 
support goes a long way.  
 
We are always in need of volunteers in the Wallace Room and on our committees. As they 
say, “Many hands make light work.” Please consider volunteering your time and talents to 
the NCHSC. See page 4 in this issue for a list of committee volunteer opportunities. Give us a 
call or send us an email. We’re happy to talk to you about the different ways you can help.   
 
Robert Hitchings, President 
 

 
Beginning on May 31, 2022,  

annual NCHSC membership dues will increase to 
$20 per person and $30 per family.  

Lifetime membership will increase to $200 per person. 
 

To avoid the increase this year, please be sure to  
send in your dues before May 31, 2022! 

 
 

During our September NCHSC board meeting, board member Frances C. Griffin presented 
the society a two-volume history of Riverside Memorial Cemetery with interments up to 
2021. Frances has been working on these volumes for almost 10 years! As she said, “It’s a 
book that has been in the making for a very long time. I am proud that I was finally able to 
finish this book for the society.”  
 
Riverside Cemetery is located in the Campostella section of Norfolk on land originally 
owned by the Hodges family. The city of Norfolk annexed the Campostella area in 1924 and 
bought the cemetery in 1971. Many old Norfolk County families are buried here.   
 
Thank you, Frances! We are proud to add your volumes on the Riverside Memorial 
Cemetery to our ever-growing Wallace Room Collection.  

President’s Letter, Continued 

Frances Griffin, NCHSC Board Member, Donates History of Riverside Cemetery 

Membership Dues Increase Starting May 2022 
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By Robert Hitchings, 
NCHSC President 
 
We were saddened to hear the news of Tom Whetstone’s 
passing on October 1, 2021. It was a shock to all of his friends 
and fellow board members at the NCHSC.  
 
I first met Tom in the fall of 2007. He had transferred from 
another Sons of the American Revolution chapter into the 
Norfolk Chapter SAR. I happened to be president of the 
Norfolk SAR when Tom joined. Whenever I needed help, Tom 
was always there to serve. He later became president of the 
Norfolk SAR Chapter. 
 
I remember when I had my first ghost tour in October 2018 at  
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in downtown Norfolk, I needed a 
volunteer to play the ghost of Captain Nathaniel Portlock (1748-1815), whose father is  
buried in the old churchyard. Tom stepped up to the plate to help. He wore a large black 
cape and big black hat, just like a sea captain would wear in those days. Captain Portlock 
sailed with Captain Cook and discovered the Hawaiian Islands. I remembered a song many 
years ago about Captain Hook. I applied the song to Captain Portlock, and it went like this, 
“Capt. Portlock was a fine old man, and he washed his face in a frying pan.” In playing his part 
Tom did not know what I was planning. He got so MAD. You would have thought he was 
the real Captain Portlock! Tom played the part to perfection! 
 
At our last board meeting, Tom was not feeling well, but he was determined to make our 
board meeting that night. He sat beside me and presented me with a $50 check he received 
from the Daughters of the War of 1812. He had given a nice program for their society, and he 
wanted the NCHSC to have the check.  
  
Tom was a true lover of history. He was a loyal man to the many organizations he served, a 
man who loved his family, and a man who had a deep abiding faith in God. It is befitting 
that I end this with one of my favorite lines in the final scene of Shakespeare’s Hamlet, when 
Horatio, Hamlet’s good friend, recites the following words after Hamlet’s death, “Now cracks 
a noble heart. Good night sweet prince, and flights of angels sing thee to thy rest.” Good night! 
 
 
 

In Memory of Our Friend and Board Member, Tom Whetstone 

John Thomas Whetstone, III  
NCHSC Board Member 
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We have received a number of donated high school yearbooks. Thank you for sharing them 
with us. We now have a few extra copies that we will happily share with our members on a 
first-come first-served basis. Extra copies of the Oscar Smith Tiger are from years 1925, 1926, 
1927, 1929, 1934, 1937, 1938, 1939, 1942, 1943, and 1946. Extra copies of the Portlock Pioneer 
are from years 1924 and 1926. Please contact the Wallace Room for details. 
 

By Kay Ziegler,  
Wallace Room Manager & Board Member 
 
The NCHSC is looking for volunteers from our membership to join our standing committees. 
The requirements are not time-consuming, but the committee you choose will determine 
what activities will be involved. Our society needs your help; it cannot function on just a few 
people. Whether you volunteer to join a committee or to assist in the Wallace Room, your 
help is always appreciated! 
 
Budget and Finance -- Outline annual budget, prepare plans for financing the work of the 
society, audit the Treasurer’s records prior to the annual membership meeting. 
 
Wallace Room Oversight/Gift Acceptance -- Care for and manage the development of the 
society’s collection, which includes artifacts and documents. 
 
Membership –- Grow and manage the membership for the society.  
 
Public Relations and Programs –- Promote the activities of the society, seek out and engage 
local media channels to enhance the society’s presence in the community. 
 
Newsletter -- Assist the newsletter editor in developing stories and information of interest to 
the membership and public.  
 
Community Events -- Seek out and recommend local and regional community events in 
which the society should participate in order to promote the society and its activities. 
 
Social Affairs -- Coordinate planned NCHSC functions including appropriate venue, 
refreshments, as well as invitations and reminders. 

Committee Members and Wallace Room Volunteers Needed 

High School Yearbooks Offered to Membership 
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The Wallace Memorial History Room is also looking for volunteers.  If you can’t be a regular 
volunteer but have a special skill you feel could be useful to the historical society, please 
contact us.  We have opportunities for volunteers with organizational skills, whether it’s 
scanning files, indexing files, naming files and using computer skills or helping with 
research.  Who knows, we might have something just right for you to help with.  See our 
contact information on the last page of this newsletter. Thank you. 
 

By P. S. Vredenburg,  
Wallace Room Volunteer & Board Member 
 
Captain Cornelius Calvert (1698-1747) was born in Lancaster, England and came to Norfolk 
County, Virginia in early manhood. He married Mary Saunders, daughter of Reverend 
Jonathan Saunders of Princess Anne County, in 1719.   

Shortly after his marriage, Captain Calvert returned to 
England and visited his mother. She had remarried and, with 
her fortune conferred to her new husband, she lamented that 
she could offer her son no inheritance. As they ended their 
visit and said their good-byes, she turned to him and said,  
 
“My son, we are about to separate, and I never expect to see 
you again in this world. I am sorry I have nothing to give you 
but this ball of yarn. Take it. It will serve you to mend your 
stockings when you get on board the ship. I suppose you mend 
your stockings?  Mind you, you must unwind it yourself.” 

Cornelius accepted her gift and departed. He felt its weight in 
his hands; it was heavier than mere yarn. Eager to see what it 
might be, he unwound it. To his astonishment, the ball 
contained 60 solid gold guineas!  

Helen Calvert Maxwell Read (1750-1833) of Norfolk, Virginia, was the granddaughter of 
Captain Cornelius Calvert. She told her family stories to her son, William Maxwell, who 
wrote them down and donated the manuscript to the Library of Virginia. A collection of 
excerpts from her memoirs has been published by the NCHSC as the Memoirs of Helen  
Calvert Maxwell Read and is available for sale in the Wallace Room.  

A Family Story from the Memoirs of Helen Calvert Maxwell Read 

Captain Cornelius Calvert 

Committee Members and Wallace Room Volunteers Needed, Continued 
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The NCHSC is pleased to present, Ms. Amy Ferebee as 
our entertainment at the NCHSC Annual Dinner. Ms. 
Ferebee was born and raised in Norfolk and is well-known 
as a guitarist and vocalist, playing the local and regional 
club and festival circuits since 1974. For 40 years, Ms. Ferebee 
has developed her unique musical skills, delighting audiences 
from D.C. to Dallas. Her impressive guitar work and powerful 
vocals, soulfully transport her listeners with an eclectic mix of 
traditional music. Ms. Ferebee has appeared or opened for 
bands including Kenny Loggins, Leon Russell, The Osborne 
Brothers, and Helen Reddy to name just a few.  

We look forward to a very festive and fun evening! See the 
flier with this newsletter for details and how to RSVP. Be  
sure to make your reservations soon! 

NCHSC Annual Dinner -- An Evening of Musical Entertainment with Amy Ferebee 

Please make sure your membership is current.  
Membership dues are due by May 31st. 

 
 
 
Questions or suggestions? Email us at nchs.wallaceroom@gmail.com, call us at (757) 410-7152, or visit our site 
NorfolkCountyVAHistory.org . Date submitted (for your records) ___________________________________________ 
 

Norfolk County Historical Society of Chesapeake 
298 Cedar Road 
Chesapeake, VA  23322 

	

Amy Ferebee, Musician 


